
 
A History based on the work of Ken Jesmore 

 
 
2016 
Clay Jackson, President 
Main Venue: JW Marriott, San Francisco 
Focus:  Syrah as a varietal with emphasis on California grown Syrah 

• Jan:	 	Jeff	Cohn	from	Jeff	Cohn	Cellars	
• Feb:	 Carole	Meredith	and	Steve	Lagier	from	Lagier	Meredith	
• Mar:	 Stacey	Vogel	and	Jen	Ayles	from	Miner	
• Apr:	 Randall	Grahm	from	Bonny	Doon				
• May:	 Steve	Law	from	MacLaren	Wine	
• Jun:	 Annual	picnic	event	at	Robert	and	PJ	Rex’s	Deerfield	Ranch	Winery	
• Jul:	 Bob	Lindquist	from	Qupe		
• Aug:	 Global	Syrahs	put	together	by	Treasurer	Warren	Egnal	
• Sep:	 Meadow	Club	event	put	together	by	member	Jack	Grehan	
• Oct:	 Taste	Off	Dinner	event	
• Nov:	 Harvest	Report	event	featuring	panelists/presenters:		

Robert Rex - Deerfield Ranch 
David Rey - Reliez Valley Vineyards 
Joe Moore - Teac Mor 
Ross Halleck - Halleck Vineyards 
Mike Martini - M Squared 

• Dec:	 Gala	Dinner	Event—2012	Dehlinger	Frei	Rd.	Syrah	
WINERY OF THE YEAR: Dehlinger for their 2012 Frei Road Syrah, Russian River Valley 
 
Special Events in 2016: 

• Jan:	 Tasting	at	Shafer	followed	by	lunch	at	Rutherford	Grill	
• Apr:	 Groth	Tasting		
• Apr:	 Member	Survey	put	together	by	Warren	Egnal	and	Pat	Merrill	
• May	 Nick’s	Cove	lunch	&	tasting	of	vintage	Louis	Martini	wines	all	put	together	by	

Mike	Martini	
• Jul:	 Lunch	by	Chef	Nash	Cognetti,	long	time	Head	Chef	at	Tra	Vigne,	featuring	a	

whole	roast	pig	and	wines	from	the	GGWS	cellar.	Special	guest	presentation	Nate	Weis,	
head	winemaker	at	Silver	Oak.	

• Aug:	 Red	wine	blending	and	competition	at	Dutcher	Crossing	hosted	by	Desmond	
Hayes	

 
2015 
David Emerson, President 



Main venue:  J.W. Marriott, San Francisco 
Focus on the Russian River Valley and Sonoma Coast AVAs, with emphasis on Pinot Noir 

• Jan: Dutton-Goldfield, Dan Goldfield, partner and winemaker.  Luncheon 
• Feb:   J Vineyards, Melissa Stackhouse.  Valentines Day Luncheon 
• Mar: Anaba Winery, John Sweazey, owner; Ross Cobb & Katy Wilson, winemakers.  

 Luncheon 
• Apr: Balletto Vineyards, John Balletto, proprietor/grower; Anthony Beckman, 

 winemaker.  Luncheon 
• May: Scherrer Winery, Fred Scherrer. Luncheon 
• Jun: Picnic, Griffith Woods, Santa Rosa, CA 
• Jul: Kosta-Browne, Dan Kosta.  Luncheon 
• Sep: Valdez Family Winery, Ulises Valdez.  Meadow Club dinner. 
• Oct:   Taste-off dinner, members only 
• Nov: Member Harvest Luncheon featuring Dick Hyde, Hyde Vineyards; Robert Rex,  

 proprietor and winemaker, Deerfield Ranch Winery; Mike Weis, Director of 
 Winemaking, Groth Vineyards and Winery; Robert Anderson speaking on wines 
 in China. 

• Dec: Winery of the Year Gala Dinner, Mr. & Mrs. Steve Dutton and Mr. & Mrs. Dan 
 Goldfield attending. 

WINERY OF THE YEAR:  Dutton-Goldfield Winery for their 2013 “Deviate” Pinot Noir, 
Sonoma Coast 
 
Special Events in 2015: 

• Apr:   Field trip for 20 members to UC Davis, Viticulture & Enology School 
• Apr:   Past Presidents Dinner, Original Joe’s, North Beach, San Francisco 
• Aug: Harvest “La Paulée” luncheon aboard the U.S.S. Hornet Museum, Alameda, CA.

 Lamorinda AVA winemakers present:  Reliez Valley Vineyards, Los Arabis 
 Vineyards, Mary Leigh’s Vineyard.  Also pouring, Barry Gilbert of Vinaccess 
 International shared wines from Italy and France.     

• Aug: S.F. Giants Wine Fest and ballgame between the Giants and St. Louis Cardinals. 
  (Giants won in the 9th inning.) 

• Nov: Field trip for 20 members to Dutton-Goldfield winery.  Presentation and tasting 
 by and with Dan Goldfield.  Lunch at the Underwood with Steve Dutton.  

 
2014 
Dick Keenan, President 
Venue:   J.W. Marriott, San Francisco 
Focus on wines of Bordeaux  
Speakers: 

• Clyde Beffa, founder and owner of K&L Wines 
• Bibiana Gonzalez Rave and Jeff Pisoni, Shared Notes Winery 
• Chuck Horn, Maitre of the Commanderie de Bordeaux de San Francisco and member 

 of the Board of Governors of the Commanderie de Bordeaux des Etats Unis,  
 presented a master class on Bordeaux 



• Gonzague Lurton, owner of Château Durfort-Vivens in the Margaux appellation of 
Bordeaux and Claire Villars-Lurton, owner of Château Haut-Bages-Liberal and Château 
Ferrière. (Lunch held at the Family Club.) 

• Steve Waters, Kermit Lynch's retail sales manager, speaking on the business of 
Bordeaux. 

• "An Evening with Négociants en Vins”, North Berkeley, Martine’s and The Wine House 
SF 

• Summer Picnic:  Kick Ranch hosts, Dick Keenan and Kathy McNamara 
• Meadow Club Dinner:  Jack Grehan, host; Clyde Beffa speaking on the Bordeaux 2009 

and 2010 vintages Wines 
• Patrick Maroteaux of Chateau Branaire Ducru 
• October Taste Off Finalists Dinner 
• Harvest Report Luncheon by GGWS winemaker members: 

John Sweazey, Anaba Winery  
Michael Weis, Groth 
Ross Halleck, Halleck Vineyards 
Dick Keenan, Overland  
Bill Tristant, Tristant Vineyards 

December Black-tie Holiday Award Dinner, Gala “with a French Twist”:  J.W. Marriott   
WINERY OF THE YEAR:  François Mitjavile for his 2010 Roc de Cambes, Côtes de Bourg 
 
2013 
Rick Schultz, President 
Venue: JW Marriott, San Francisco 
Focus for the year was the wines of Paso Robles, CA 
 

• January: Business Meeting with wines selected from the GGWS cellar 
• February: Valentine’s dinner with Signe Zoller, winemaking consultant, discussing the 

Paso Robles AVA 
• March: Denner Vineyards lunch with winemaker Anthony Yount 
• April: Tablas Creek lunch with owner/winemaker Jason Haas 

Also in April, GGWS members & spouses visited Paso Robles wineries, vineyards and 
restaurants for a fun and educational weekend 

• May: lunch at Cavallo Point in Sausalito with winemaker Jordan Fiorentini of Epoch 
Wines 

• June: annual GGWS picnic held at Kick Ranch Vineyards (owned by GGWS member at 
2013 VP Dick Keenan) 

• July: Booker Vineyards lunch with Chelsea O’Grady, General Manager 
• August: dinner at Meadow Club with GGWS member Francois Peltereau-Villenueve 

discussing Champagne 
• September: Villa Creek Wines with winemaker Paul Lopez 
• Also in September, twenty members visited the UC Davis college of Enology & 

Viticulture, arranged by GGWS member & UCD Emeritus Professor Lee Garoyan  
• October: Annual Taste-off dinner, which included a new format utilizing the UCD 20 

point scale to score wines and a “food station” format for our meal 



• November: annual Harvest Report from GGWS members 
Paul O’Neill, Donelan Syrah, 2010 
Ross Halleck, Halleck Vineyards Pinot Noir, Hallberg Vineyard, 2008 
Robert Rex, Deerfield Ranch Zinfandel, 2009 
John Sweazey, Anaba Wines, Turbine White “Rhone” Blend, 2010  

and Late Harvest Viogner, 2010  
Bill Tristant, Tristant Vineyards “Murifice” Bordeaux-style red blend, 2007 

• December	Black-tie	Holiday	Award	Dinner,	Russell	From	of	Herman	Story	Wines 
WINERY OF THE YEAR:  Herman Story Wines for theor 2011 “On the Road” Grenache 
 
2012 
Ron Roberts, President 
Venue:  J.W. Marriott, San Francisco 
Wineries: 

• Alpha Omega, Eric Skar 
• Antica, Glenn Salva 
• Truchard Vineyards, Anthony Truchard 
• Vincent Arroyo Winery, Vincent Arroyo 
• Hendry, Mike Hendry 
• Chimney Rock, Elizabeth Vianna 
• Chappellet, Steve Tamburelli 
• Honig Vineyard and Winery, Kristin Belair 
• Robert Craig Winery, Bob Craig 

Summer Sebastopol / Russian River Field Trip, Leader: David Emerson 
• Balletto Vineyards:  John Balletto and winemaker Anthony Beckman 
• Lunch at Underwood Bar and Grill w/ John Balletto, Anthony Beckman 
• Merry Edwards Winery:  Merry Edwards and Leslie Coopersmith 

Picnic:  Chateau Montelena, Calistoga.  Bo Barrett, Dick Collins 
Meadow Club Dinner:  Jack Grehan, host; David Darlington, author 
Harvest Report Luncheon by GGWS winemaker members: 

• Robert Rex, Deerfield Ranch Winery 
• John Sweazey, Anaba Winery  
• Ross Halleck, Halleck Vineyards 
• John  Imbimbo, Imbimbo Family Wine 
• Paul O'Neil, the Donelan Walker Vine Hill  
• Bill  Tristant, Tristant Vineyards                                                                                     

Black-tie:  J.W. Marriott            
WINERY OF THE YEAR:  Honig Winery for their 2009 Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon   
 
2011 
Clay Jackson, President 
Venue:  J.W. Marriott Hotel, San Francisco 
Wineries: 

• Corison Winery, Cathy Corison 
• Antica, Kari Menconi & Nate Weis 



• Grgich Hills Estate, Violet Grgich 
• Crocker-Starr Winery, Pam Starr 
• Saddleback Cellars, Nils Venge 

Picnic:  Crane Park, St. Helena, CA 
Meadow Club Dinner, Fairfax, CA.  Jack Grehan host; Robert Rex presentation. 
Harvest Report Luncheon, GGWS member winemakers 
Black-tie:  J.W. Marriott  
WINE OF THE YEAR:  2008 L’Angevin Russian River Pinot Noir      
 
2010 
Clay Jackson, President 
Venue:  Omni Hotel, San Francisco 
Wineries: 

• Anaba, John Sweazey   
• Littorai, Heidi Lemon 
• Bokisch Vineyards 
• Deerfield  Winery, Robert Rex 
• Pride Mountain Vineyards 

Visit Halleck Vineyards, Ross Halleck   
Dinner:  Jaffe Estate Napa.  Private viewing of space from on-site observatory. 
Dinner - boutique wineries:   Dietrich, David Fulton, Gridley 
Tasting:  Groth Vineyards and Winery, Oakville, CA.  Mike Weis, winemaker. 
Tasting:  Tra Vigne, Healdsburg 
Tour Oregon 
Tour Demptos Napa Cooperage, barrel making plant, Napa, CA 
Winery visit to Antica Terra, Maggie Harrison, Nate Weis 
Picnic:  Crane Park, St. Helena, CA 
Taste-Off Dinner:  Omni Hotel 
Black-tie Presidio Golf Club, Lou Golm, Host  
WINE OF THE YEAR:  2007 Plumpjack Napa Valley Merlot 
 
2009 
Eric Stiefeling, President 
Venue:  Omni Hotel, San Francisco 
Wineries: 

• Viader, Dahlia Viader 
• Patz & Hall, Nate Weis 
• Merry Edwards Winery, Merry Edwards 
• Copain Wines, Wells Guthrie 
• Bond, Paul Roberts 
• Failla, Ehren Jordan 
• Cade, John Conover 
• Ramey Wine Cellars, David Ramey 
• Silver Oak, David Duncan 

Dinner/Tour: Cade Winery 



Picnic:  Crane Park, St. Helena 
Hyde Vineyard Tasting 
Taste-Off Dinner:  Perbacco 
Black-tie:  Presidio Golf Club 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  2007 Grey Stack Cellars Sauvignon Blanc, Rosemary’s Block, Bennett 
Valley 
 
2008 
Tony Oriti, President 
Venue:  Omni Hotel, San Francisco 
Wineries: 

• Sonoma Cutrer 
• Deerfield Ranch Winery 
• Joseph Swan Vineyards 
• Lamborn Family Vineyards 
• Piemonte “B” Wines 

Italian Wine Dinner:  Palio D’Asti, San Francisco 
Dinner:  Tra Vigne, Healdsburg 
Taste-Off Dinner:  Perbacco, San Francisco 
Black Tie:  Omni Hotel 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  2006 Hartford Court, Stone Cote Chardonnay, Sonoma Coast & 2005 
Land Edge Vineyards Pinot Noir, Sonoma Coast 
 
2007 
Eric Stiefeling, President 
Venue:  Omni Hotel, San Francisco 
Wineries: 

• Cuvaison Estate Wines, Jay Schuppert 
• Renard Wines, Bayard Fox 
• Turley Wine Cellars, Larry Turley 
• August Briggs Winery, Joe Briggs 
• Rudd Oakville Estate, Ken Koda 
• Littlefield, Ann Littlefield 

Michel Rolland Dinner:  Plumpjack, San Francisco:  Bordeaux enologist & global consultant 
Fred Dame:  tasting class    
Italian Dinner:   Omni Hotel, Brunello 
Taste-off Dinner:  Omni Hotel 
Black-tie:  Omni Hotel 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  2005 Renard Viognier, Sonoma Hillsides, Kick Ranch 
 
2006 
Eric Stiefeling, President 
Venue:  Omni Hotel, San Francisco 
Wineries: 

• Groth Vineyards and Winery, Michael Weis 
• Schramsberg Vineyards, Hugh Davies 



• RombauerVineyards, K R Rombauer 
• Elyse Winery, Ray Coursen 
• Miura Vineyards, Emmanuel Kemiji 
• Pax Wine Cellars. Pax Mahle 
• Plumpjack Winery. John Conover 
• Forman Winery & Vineyards, Ric Forman 
• DuMOL, Kerry Murphy 

Burgundy Event:  Suzanne and Jack Chambers 
Harlan Estate Tour:  Don Weaver 
Tra Vigne Dinner 
Special Dinner April 26:  Omni Hotel, tasting California Rhones - Dr.Keith Patterson 
Black-tie:  Bix, San Francisco 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  2003 Rosenblum Hillside Syrah, Sonoma 
 
2005 
Ted Horton, President 
Venue:  Omni Hotel, San Francisco 

• Flora Springs, John Komes 
• Markham, Kim Nickels 
• Joseph Phelps, Tom Shelton, Abby Howard 
• Monticello, Fred Dames 

Ladies Day Luncheon:  Selene Winery, Mia Klein 
Dinner:  The San Francisco Yacht Club, Belvedere, CA 
Foreign Trip:  Asti, Piemonte, Italia.  Jette and Gianni Fassio, Hosts 

• 60+ Members and Guests 
• The finest wines, and foods,  
• And the Palio D’Asti in the rain… magnifico! 

30th Anniversary Dinner Merryvale Winery 
Picnic Andretti Family Winery, Napa, CA 
Black-tie:  Omni Hotel 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  2003 Lewis Cellars, Jason’s Blend Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley 
 
2004 
Robert Splann, President 
Venue:  Hotel Nikko, San Francisco  
Picnic:  Coppola Winery 
Dinner Bastille Day:  Le Petit Robert, San Francisco 
Black-tie:  Nikko Hotel 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  Patz & Hall Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir   
 
2003 
Barney Ford, President 
Venue:  Hotel Nikko  
Picnic:  Paul Downey Ranch 
Black-tie: Hotel Adagio, Cortez Restaurant, San Francisco 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  Rosenblum Monte Rosso Zinfandel 



 
2002 
Alan Garber, President 
Venue:  Hotel Nikko, San Francisco 
Wineries: 

• Cline Vineyards 
• Bonny Doon 
• T-Vine Cellars, Greg Brown 

Dinner:  Presidio Golf Club 
Picnic:  Benziger Winery, Glen Ellen, CA 
Black-tie:  Red Herring, Hotel Griffon, San Francisco 
Special Communications Award:  George Piness 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  T- Vine Cellars Napa Valley Syrah 
 
2001 
Claudio Tarchi, President 
Venue:  Hotel Nikko, San Francisco 

• Flora Springs, Julie Garvey 
• Siena Imports, Romano Chietti (Italian Wines) 
• Beringer, Ron Goss 

Dinner:  Acquerello, San Francisco 
Picnic:  Robert and Rita Splann Ranch 
Taste-off Dinner:  Alfred’s, San Francisco 
Black-tie:  Bix Restaurant, San Francisco 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  Franciscan Magnificat Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon 
 
2000 
Gianni Fassio, President 
Venue:  Hotel Nikko, San Francisco 
Picnic:   Robert and PJ Rex, Deerfield Ranch 
Black-tie:  Hotel Nikko 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  Swanson Napa Valley Sangiovese Schmidt Ranch  
 
1999 
Dave Crockett, President 
Venue:  Clift Hotel, San Francisco 
Picnic:  Kunde Winery-Glen Ellen 
Black-tie:  None 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  Clos LaChance Pinot Noir, San Martin, CA 
 
1998 
Ken Bollier, President 
Venue:  Clift Hotel, San Francisco 
Wineries: 

• Lambert Bridge, Bob Royce 
• Rabbit Ridge, Darryl Simmons 



Dinner:  Acquerello, San Francisco 
Picnic:   Everett Ridge Winery,  Healdsburg, CA  Host:  Jack Air 
Taste-off Dinner:  Clift Hotel 
Black-tie:  Olympic Club, downtown club 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  Rodney Strong Sonoma Merlot 
 
1997 
Jay Hooker, President 
Venue:  Clift Hotel, San Francisco 
Wineries: 

• Schug Winery, Walter Schug 
• Saintsbury, Brian Kosuge 
• Rutz Cellars, Bill Weir & Eugenia Keegan 
• David Bruce Winery, David Bruce 
• Clos de Bois, Margret Davenport 
• Truchard, Jo Ann & Tony Truchard 
• Joseph Swan, Rog Berglund 

Picnic:  Christian Brothers/Hess Collection 
Dinner:  The San Francisco Yacht Club, Belvedere, CA 
Taste-off Dinner:  The French Club, San Francisco 
Black-tie:  Clift Hotel 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  Saintsbury Carneros Reserve Pinot Noir, David Graves                                                                             
 
1996 
Paul Stanners, President 
Venue:  Clift Hotel, San Francisco 
Wineries: 

• Shafer Vineyards, Doug Shafer 
• Signorello Vineyards, Ray Signorello 

Picnic:  B.R. Cohn, hosted by Bruce Cohn 
Woman Winemaker of the Year:  Nancy Andrus, Pine Ridge 
Black-tie Dinner:  Coconut Grove Supper Club 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  Beringer Private Reserve Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon 
 
1995 
Tom Randlett, President 
Venue:  Clift Hotel, San Francisco 
Wineries: 

• Flora Springs, Julie Garvey 
• Niebaum-Coppola, Scott McLeod 
• Cain Five, Chris Howell 
• Pahlmeyer, Jayson Pahlmeyer 

Luncheon:  Woman Winemaker of the Year, Margrit Biever Mondavi 
Dinner:  Palio D’Asti, San Francisco.  Eugenia Keegan, Gianni Fassio 
Bastille Day:  Left Bank, Larkspur, CA 
Picnic:   Meadowood  (Croquet in Whites), St. Helena, CA 



Taste-off Dinner:  French Club, San Francisco (Blends/Meritage) 
Black-tie Dinner:  Clift Hotel 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  1991 Franciscan Magnificat Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon 
 
1994 
Bob Crosby, President 
Venue:  Clift Hotel, San Francisco 

• Chateau Souverain, Ed Killian 
• Merryvale Vineyards, Bob Levy 
• Far Niente Winery                
• Dehlinger Vineyards, Tom Dehlinger 
• Williams Selyem 

Picnic:  Madrona Manor, Healdsburg, CA 
Dinner:  Bohemian Club, San Francisco 
Taste-off Dinner:  French Club, San Francisco 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  Chalone Reserve Pinnacles , Chardonnay                     
 
1993 
Dave Rawson, President 
Venue:  Clift Hotel, San Francisco 
Picnic:  Kunde Vineyard 
Dinner:  Acquerello 
Black-tie:  Clift Hotel 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  Ridge Lytton Springs Zinfandel 

 
1992 
Peter Klein, President 
Venue:  Clift Hotel, San Francisco 

• Girard Winery, Steve Girard 
• Bonny Doon, Randall Graham 
• Frog’s Leap, John Williams 
• Etude, Tony Soter 
• Burgess Cellars, Tom Burgess 

Dinner:  Kuleto’s 
Picnic:  B.R. Cohn            
Woman Winemaker of the Year:  Molly Chappellet 
Taste-off Dinner:  Blue Fox, San Francisco 
Black-tie:  Clift Hotel 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  Arrowood Sonoma Cabernet Sauvignon   

 
1991 
Walter Pazik, President 
Venue:  Clift Hotel, San Francisco 
Wineries: 

• Saintsbury, David Graves 
• Rochioli, Tom & Therese Rochioli 



Black-tie:  St. Francis Hotel 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  Etude Carneros Pinot Noir  

 
1990 
Charles Bureker, President 
Venue:  Clift Hotel, San Francisco 
Wineries: 

• Chalone, Phil Woodward 
• Grand Cru, Walter Dreyer 
• Kenwood, Michael Lee 
• Lambert Bridge, Gerry Lambert 
• Pecota, Robert Pecota   

Black-tie:  Clift Hotel 
WINE OF THE YAR:  DeLoach Russian River Sauvignon Blanc  
 
1989   
George Burnett, President 
Venue:  Clift Hotel, San Francisco 
Wineries: 

• Ravenswood, Joel Peterson 
• Cakebread, Jack Cakebread 
• Grgich Hills, Austin Hills 
• Champagne Brunch Cruise 
• Guest Day Luncheon at the Mandarin Oriental, San Francisco 
• Beringer:  Antonia Allegra 
• Italian Dinner:  Donatello’s 
• Picnic 
Taste-off Dinner:  Blue Fox, San Francisco 

Black-tie:  Mandarin Oriental, San Francisco  
WINE OF THE YEAR:  Ridge Geyserville Zinfandel 
 
1988 
John Imbimbo, President 
Venue:  Clift Hotel, San Francisco 
Wineries: 

• DeLoach, Cecil & Christine DeLoach 
• B.R. Cohn, Bruce Cohn 
• Silver Oak, Justin Meyer 
• Flora Springs, Julie Garvey 
• S.Anderson, Stan Anderson 

Gold Award Dinner:   El Paseo Restaurant 
GGWS Wine Makers:  Pease, Crosby, Rubens, Imbimbo, Badgley, Berg  
Ladies Day Luncheon:  Harvey Steiman, Wine Spectator 
Picnic:  Westerbeke Ranch, Sonoma 
Taste-off dinner, Blue Fox, San Francisco 



Black-tie:  Clift Hotel       
WINE OF THE YEAR:  B.R. Cohn Sonoma Valley Cabernet Sauvignon 

 
1987 
Rich Marshall, President 
Venue:  Clift Hotel, San Francisco 
Wineries: 

• Piper Sonoma:, Diana Burnett 
• Morgan, David & Betty Lee 
• Markham, Bruce Markham 
• Fritz, Jay Fritz 
• Bouchain, Eugenia Keegan 
• Chalk Hill, Debra Kehl/Mark Lingenfelder 
• Guests, Andre/Dorothy Tschelistcheff 

Black-tie:  Clift Hotel 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  Morgan Chardonnay, Santa Lucia Highlands or Monterey 
 
1986 
Alan Rubens, President 
Venue:  Clift Hotel, San Francisco 

• Diablo Vista, Robert Polsen 
• Franciscan, Agustin Huneeus 
• Girard, Steve Girard 
• Lakespring, Frank Battat 
• Lambert Bridge, Gerry Lambert & Dave Rafanelli 

Black-tie:  Clift Hotel 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  Franciscan Napa Valley Merlot 
 
1985 
Alan Rubens, President 
Venue:  Clift Hotel, San Francisco 

• Preston, Louis Preston 
• Edna Valley, Phil Woodward 
• Alderbrook, Phil Staley 
• Quail Ridge, Elaine Wellesley 
• Guests:  Nick Povlov/Joe Novitsky, wine writers and photographers 

Black-tie:  Clift Hotel 
WINE OF THE YEAR:  Edna Valley Central Coast Pinot Noir 
 
1984 
Bob Pease, President 
Venue:  Clift Hotel, San Francisco 
Wineries: 

• Pecota, Bob Pecota 
• Jordan, Tom Jordan 



• Quail Ridge               
WINE OF THE YEAR:  Jordan Alexander Valley Cabernet Sauvignon 
 
1983 
Bob Pease, President 
Venue:   Clift Hotel, San Francisco – the first fixed venue. 
Wineries: 

• Marietta Cellars, Geyserville, CA, Chris Bilbro 
• Robert Mondavi Winery, Oakville, CA, Robert and Michael reported on their new 

Australian venture.  Dinner was at the Fairmont Hotel 
Black-tie:  Trader Vic’s   
WINE OF THE YEAR:  Freemark Abbey Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon 
 
1980-1984 
GGWS Wine Tours in Europe.  Emeritus Member John Badgley arranged fabulous tours to 
various European locals listed below.  John’s extensive day-by-day notes are available, 
 thanks to Ted Horton. 

• Burgundy April 11-28, 1980 
• Italy  September 5-18   1982 
• Bordeaux  October 27-November 11, 1982 
• Spain and Portugal  September 19-October 5, 1984 

 
1981-1982 – no detailed info is available. 
Peter Berg, President 
 
1976 -1980 – no detailed info is available. 
Joe Perry, President 
 
 
 
Note: 
A Catalog of California Wines & A Premium Wine Guide 
For many years our esteemed Emeritus Member, Michael Amorose, published outstanding wine 
reviews.  His hard-bound “Catalog” (6th ed.) is still available in 2012 at www.amazon.com.  
Mike may have published the last edition of the “Guide” (31  pages!) in 2006.   Many members’ 
wine libraries proudly display and will loan Mike’s works. 
 


